Child Development Lab (CDL) at the McPhaul Center

The University of Georgia

Research Policies and Procedures

Opportunities

The CDL serves as a site for observations of child development as well as for practicum and internship placements. The CDL also provides opportunities for research by University faculty and students.  It welcomes students and faculty from various UGA colleges and programs to conduct research through observation and interaction with the CDL’s children and parents.

Policy

Students and faculty are welcome to observe and participate at the CDL. Proposals for research projects must be fully approved by the University Institutional Review Board (IRB) and the Director before their inception. Children's names are not to be used outside the program either in publications/presentations or with photographs.

Procedures:

1. Faculty or students wishing to conduct research at the Center must submit a Research Proposal Application to the director. 
2. Applications requiring full IRB approval are reviewed by the CDL Faculty Advisory Committee and the researcher may be asked to make a personal presentation during a committee meeting.  Only applications that match the mission of the CDL and adhere to the highest ethics standards will be granted initial approval. Final approval is only granted after full IRB approval.  Please note that we can only accept a limited number of research projects in each classroom/age group. Your project may be deferred if it meets all requirements yet needs to study a classroom/age level in which research
 studies are already at maximum capacity.
3. All research projects conducted at the CDL must be approved by the director, the Faculty Advisory Committee and the University's Human Subjects Review Board, when applicable, prior to inception of the research. Blanket consent forms included in children's registration contracts permit their observation during ordinary classroom activities.  Parents' specific written permission must be obtained if researchers plan to interview, photograph, or remove children from their respective classrooms.

For further information contact Amy M. Kay, CDL Director (amykay@fcs.uga.edu), (706)

542-4929.
The Child Development Lab is a unit of the Department of Child and Family Development in the College of Family and Consumer Sciences at the University of Georgia.  

