October 11, 2006
River’s Crossing, Dept. IHDD, 10:00 am
Those in attendance were:
Becky Price-Chair

Nikki Williams-Vice Chair/Secretary

Diane Kesler

Diane Adams

Shirley McIntyre

Kay Stanton

Old Business was discussed:
· Annual Luncheon-Back to School—The Staff Luncheon was held on Sept. 22.  Food was provided by the Dean’s Office and was purchased from Jason’s Deli.  Council members communicated that several staff members have commented that this year’s luncheon was the best ever.  Becky reminded folks that there are some pictures up on the Staff Council’s website; Nikki stated that more would be forthcoming soon.  

· The Yoga Class offered by Rhett Crowe idea was discussed.  It was reported that Rhett expected to be paid for her services.  A suggested cost was $5 per person.  After discussion of the volunteering of time and expertise, Becky asked if we were interested in continuing with the idea of having Rhett teach a yoga class.  The vote was no.

· Becky reported that the FACS Staff Council website is up and running.  Nikki made a request that Council members visit the website with the pictures from the luncheon and provide names of the people in the pictures.

New Business was discussed:
· The Statewide Staff Council Meeting is November 2-3, 2006.  The pre-registration cost is $50.00.  The meeting will be held at Fort Valley State University.  Becky mentioned that there are scholarships available for those interested in going.  None of the FACS Staff Council members were able to attend.

· Becky discussed the Lunch and Learn Seminars that are being offered in the Department of Housing and Consumer Economics.  She stated that there was some difficulty in getting the word out that these seminars are offered.  Becky indicated also that the University Staff Council is sending information about these sessions on to the chair persons of the various colleges, so that the chair persons can then send the information on to their staff members.  Nikki also informed the FACS Council that seminar archives are available online as well, in case someone missed a previous seminar.

· The floor was opened to departmental concerns.  

· The representative from TMI, Diane Kesler, shared her department’s concerns which are:

· The bathrooms in the building are frequently dirty.  Is it possible to ask the custodial staff to clean them more than once a day?  The Art Class was supposed to have a sink installed so that they didn’t have to wash things in the bathroom; Becky said she would check with Dr. Hathcote about this.  

· The staff members of TMI oppose the present clean-up duty routine of the kitchen in Dawson Hall’s second floor.  Their justification for their opposition is that they do not use the kitchen or any of the appliances in there.  Ideas of other ways of cleaning or keeping the kitchen cleaned were proposed, but no general consensus was determined.  

· The question was raised about why there is an $8 charge to attend Francine Ellerbee’s retirement party.  Becky explained that it goes to pay for the gift and the catered lunch.  The charge is because foundation funds are low and the luncheon cannot be totally covered by those funds.  The only way to avoid paying the $8 is to attend, don’t eat and purchase a private gift, if desired.  Otherwise, the $8 fee is required. 

· Extension representative, Shirley McIntyre, expressed her concerns with the humidity of her building, Hoke Smith Annex.  The carpet bubbles up and causes issues of moving safely around the office.

· Shirley announced that Extension has hired a replacement for Carol Joiner, who retired in Sept., 2006.  Carol’s replacement’s name is Kelly Johnston and is coming from AZ.  

The next meeting will be on December 14, at 10:00 in Hoke Smith Annex.  

Meeting was adjourned.

