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Putting Knowledge to Work
Housing & Near Environment

INDOOR AIR QUALITY: Formaldehyde

Checking My Knowledge...

True False
« Formaldehyde is not a good preservative and cannot be ) )
used as an adhesive in buildings or furniture.
« Particleboard and medium density fiberboard (MDF) are ) )
sources of formaldehyde in a home.
« There is scientific evidence linking formaldehyde and cancer ) )
in humans.
«Formaldehyde is a chemical that is released into the air as a 9 9
pungent vapor and affects the eyes, nose, throat and skin.
« Formaldehyde can only be detected by smell. ) )
« Formaldehyde cannot penetrate plastic laminate and can be H| H|
partially blocked by coatings, varnishes and sealants.
Taking Charge...
When | go home, | plan to: Yes I'll | already
Start dothis
« Tell my family and friend about this pollutant and its 7 7
effects on our health.
«Inspect my home for potential formaldehyde sources. ) )
«If | suspect there is formaldehyde emission in the home, ) )
conduct a test.
«If building a new home or addition, select low-emission ) )

formaldehyde materials.
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Black

Ethnic Background
White

No
Receive Housing Assistance?

Yes

Receive Food Stamps?

Name(optional)

Hispanic/Latino

American Indian

Multi-Cultural

No

Yes

Asian/Pacific |slander




