Guidelines for Good Practice in Graduate Education

The expectations for each graduate student are to develop an understanding of and capacity for scholarship, independent judgment, academic rigor, and intellectual honesty. As such, graduate faculty are responsible for fostering and facilitating the student’s professional development to meet these expectations.

Guiding principles for which both graduate faculty and students share responsibility:

a) Ensure that the relationship between faculty and students and among students is constructive, encourages freedom of inquiry, and fosters mutual respect.

b) Work respectfully with diverse faculty, students and peers regardless of race, gender, religion, sexual orientation, or national origin.

c) Act with professionalism, ethical conduct, and personal accountability during all academic endeavors and interactions among students and faculty.

d) Make explicit the expectations of graduate students and faculty for relevant elements of graduate student activities; assess progress in meeting these expectations and provide/use constructive feedback.

e) Put forth sufficient effort to ensure the graduate student completes the degree and assistantship responsibilities in timely manner. 

f) Agree that students are expected to take initiative in learning and carrying out other responsibilities (versus expecting faculty to provide everything). Faculty are expected to facilitate learning and professional development (versus expecting students to be able to carry out all responsibilities, e.g., teaching with no guidance). 

g) Have reasonable expectations for the time available for graduate student-related tasks. Faculty and students have many responsibilities. Thus, both parties need to respect the others’ need for sufficient time to complete all responsibilities.

h) Avoid conflicts of interest of any nature between faculty and graduate students.

Notes:


Guidelines are for instructive purposes and do not constitute statements of institutional policy or 
requirements.
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