COLLEGE OF FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH GRANTS PROGRAM


The College of Family & Consumer Sciences is unique in its focus on the relationship between individuals and families in meeting the goals of their daily lives, and in enabling business, industry, and public agencies in meeting consumer needs. In today’s complex and ever-changing world it is vital that we strive to more fully understand what promotes individual, family, and consumer well-being. Research principles from various biological, physical, and social sciences are applied in Family & Consumer Sciences to study current issues related to meeting human need for food, fiber, shelter, nurturing, and economic well-being.


To successfully meet the challenges of the future requires the combined effect of highly trained, dedicated researchers from the diverse areas within the College of Family & Consumer Sciences. Recognizing the need to introduce talented students to the challenges and rewards of research early in their academic careers, the College has established the Undergraduate Research Grants Program for upper-level undergraduate students who demonstrate superior academic ability and a strong interest in the human sciences. 


The primary objective of this program is to support and encourage undergraduate student interest in scholarly research within the various disciplines of the College of Family & Consumer Sciences. College faculty members who provide guidance and support in the research process mentor students during their research projects.  Such mentoring is a normal part of graduate education, but is a rare and unique experience for undergraduates.

APPLICATIONS


Information may be obtained form the Office of the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs and Research, College of Family & Consumer Sciences, 224 Dawson Hall, The University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia 30602-3622. All research project proposals must be submitted to the Dean’s Office by October 7, 2011, for projects to be completed by April 30, 2012 (Projects may be completed earlier.) Money should be encumbered by April 30, 2012.

ELIGIBILITY


The student must be a junior or senior at the time the proposed research project will be conducted; be officially enrolled in the College of Family & Consumer Sciences with a declared major in one of the College’s academic areas; and have a cumulative grade-point average of 3.0 or higher.

ACADEMIC CREDIT


The student researcher may receive academic credit by registering for an independent study course or honors project for one semester during the period in which the research is conducted. The faculty research mentor will approve the project and will assign the final grade when all project requirements have been met.  

RESEARCH SUPPORT


Support is based on a project budget submitted with the research project application. Awards may not exceed $750.00, and typically will be limited to $500.00. Three to five grants will be awarded during the academic year, depending on the quality of the proposals and their budgets requests. A one-page budget itemizing all monies requested to support the research should be attached to the project application.  Projects requiring more than $500.00 of support should indicate the probable source of additional funding. Allowable expenses include laboratory supplies (e.g., chemicals, glassware, laboratory animals, plant materials, etc.) photocopying of questionnaires, postage, other disposable supplies, library computer searches, and off-campus travel necessary for the collection of data. Monetary support normally will not be provided for labor or consulting services, or for the purchase of equipment; however, specialized computer consulting may be requested. Students with demonstrated financial need may request up to $200.00 in hourly wages to enable them to conduct a project in lieu of working at a job. A letter from the applicant explaining the financial circumstances should be added to support such a request.


Approved research support will be assigned to a specific account in the research advisor’s academic area. Funds must be expended in accordance with normal fiscal procedures of the College and University.  Funds for the project must be spent by April 30, 2012. Any funds remaining will revert to the College.

PREPARING THE RESEARCH PROPOSAL


Research proposal for the Undergraduate Research Grants Program must use the format in the application form. The faculty research advisor, the student’s academic advisor, and the head of the academic areas in which the research will be conducted must sign and date the application form, indicating their approval of the project.


The research proposal is to be limited to a maximum of two single-spaced typewritten pages, not including the cover sheet and a project budget page. (Double space between paragraphs and use one-inch margins. Proposals which do not follow this format will be disqualified.) The proposal may identify no more than three (3) research objectives. A brief statement describing the significance of the project and a summary of the current literature most pertinent to the problem should be included.


The literature cited should be selective, citing no more than seven pertinent articles referred to in the review and procedures sections. The procedures section should describe the essential methods to be used in attaining each of the stated objectives. A brief statement of proposed work arrangements and a statement of student background are necessary to complete the proposal.


The designated research advisor must include a letter attesting to the originality and appropriateness of the student’s project.

PRESENTATION OF RESEARCH FINDINGS


Upon completion of the research project, a written report by the student or a poster about the study must be submitted to the Dean’s Office or a presentation given at a CURO Symposium or professional meeting. The format of the written research report and oral presentation must be in the style appropriate to the particular discipline of study. A copy of the written report will be kept in the Dean’s Office. At the discretion of the Department Head, students may be requested to present a departmental seminar or program for a departmental student club.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION


To obtain application forms and/or additional information regarding the Undergraduate Research Grants Program, contact the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs and Research, College of Family & Consumer Sciences, 224 Dawson Hall, The University of Georgia, Athens, GA 30602-3622 or see attached.

2011-2012
COLLEGE OF FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH GRANT PROGRAM

RESEARCH PROJECT PROPOSAL APPLICATION

Applicant’s Name:______________________________________________________________

Class:
Junior
Senior
(Circle One)

Expected Date of Graduation:__________________

Major:________________________________________________________________________

Cumulative Grade Point Average:__________________________________________________

Campus Address:_______________________________________________________________

Phone:___________________________  Student ID (810) Number:_______________________

Professional Goals:________________________________________________________________________

Project Title:___________________________________________________________________

Approval of Academic Advisor_______________________________ Date:________________

Approval of Faculty Research Mentor_______________________________ Date:___________
Approval of Department Head________________________________ Date:________________

Maximum proposal length: two, single-spaced, typewritten pages. Budget must be on a separate page.

Deadline for receipt of proposal in Dean’s Office, 224 Dawson Hall:

October 7, 2011
INFORMATION TO BE INCLUDED ON UNDERGRADUATE

RESEARCH PROJECTS COVER SHEET

1. Grant Title

2. Proposer

3. Summary of Budget Request

Personnel

General Expenses

Equipment 

Travel

TOTAL

